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2Peter 1:16-21 KJV “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
his majesty. (17) For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased. (18) And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with himin
the holy mount. (19) We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star arise in your hearts: (20) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is
of any private interpretation. (21) For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

The Following is taken from Christianity Today and Bibe Hub (Both Reflective of a
Broad View of the Church):

How Traditional Christianity Views Biblical Prophecy

The reliability of prophecy in the Bible is a foundational aspect of Christian theology,
affirming the divine inspiration and authority of the Scriptures. Prophecy, as presented in
the Bible, serves as a testament to God's omniscience and sovereign control over history.
The fulfillment of biblical prophecies is often cited as evidence of the Bible's divine origin
and trustworthiness.

Nature of Biblical Prophecy

Biblical prophecy is not merely predictive but also serves to communicate God's will,
provide guidance, and call people to repentance. Prophets in the Bible, such as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Daniel, were chosen by God to deliver His messages to the people. These
messages often included foretelling future events, both immediate and distant, as well as
declarations of God's purposes and plans.

Fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy

One of the key aspects of the reliability of prophecy is its fulfillment. The Bible contains
numerous prophecies that have been fulfilled with remarkable accuracy. For instance, the
prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah are central to Christian belief. Isaiah
7:14 prophesies the virgin birth of Christ: "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
Behold, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel."
This prophecy is affirmed in the New Testament in Matthew 1:22-23.
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Another significant prophecy is found in Micah 5:2, which predicts the birthplace of the
Messiah: "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come forth for Me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of
old, from ancient times." This was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, as recorded in
Matthew 2:1.

Prophecies Concerning Israel’s Enemies

The Bible also contains prophecies concerning the rise and fall of nations, which have been
fulfilled in history. For example, the prophecy against Babylon in Isaiah 13:19-22 foretells
its destruction: "And Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of the pride of the
Chaldeans, will be overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah." This prophecy was
fulfilled when Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians.

Messianic Prophecies

The Old Testament contains over 300 prophecies concerning the Messiah, which Christians
believe were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. These include prophecies about His lineage, birth, ministry,
death, and resurrection. Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53, for example, provide detailed descriptions of
the suffering and crucifixion of the Messiah, which align with the New Testament accounts of
Jesus' death.

Prophecies of the End Times

The Bible also contains prophecies concerning the end times, particularly in the books of Daniel
and Revelation. These prophecies describe events leading up to the return of Christ and the
establishment of God's eternal kingdom. While interpretations of these prophecies vary, they
are considered reliable and authoritative within the Christian tradition.

Are there prophecies that have a dual or double fulfillment?
Definition and Historical Context

Prophecyin Scripture refers to messages declared by God through human authors that often
contain both immediate and future implications. The discussion of “dual fulfillment”
centers on whether a single prophetic statement can apply to more than one event or time
period. Various passages throughout the Bible indicate that, while a prophecy might have
had an original or partial fulfillment in the short term, it can also point forward to a more
complete or ultimate fulfillment at a later time.

The ancient writings, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, confirm that the texts of the Hebrew
Bible (Tanakh) containing these prophecies existed before certain fulfillments took place.
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These manuscripts, found in the mid-20th century, have shown remarkable consistency
with the Masoretic Text, reinforcing the credibility of biblical prophecies as recorded.

Biblical Basis for Dual Fulfillment
1. Isaiah 7:14 and the Virgin Birth

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”

The immediate historical background involved a sign given to King Ahaz of Judah when facing
threats from surrounding nations (Isaiah 7:1-2). Some scholars see an initial fulfillmentin a
child of that era, possibly pointing toward Isaiah’s own family or another figure in the royal
household (Isaiah 8:3-4). Yet in later Scripture, Matthew 1:22-23 explicitly identifies Jesus’
birth as the ultimate realization of “Immanuel” (meaning “God with us”), suggesting the
prophecy’s fuller meaning was fulfilled in the Messiah.

2. The “Abomination of Desolation” (Daniel and Jesus’ Discourse)

Daniel 11:31 and 12:11 speak of an “abomination that causes desolation.” Historically,
many see an initial fulfillment in the actions of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (2nd century BC),
who desecrated the Jerusalem Temple by sacrificing pigs on the altar. Yet, in Matthew 24:15-
16, Jesus references Daniel’s prophecy in a future sense: “So when you see standing in the
holy place ‘the abomination of desolation,’ described by the prophet Daniel... then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” This points to an impending destruction (initially in
AD 70) and possibly portends yet another final fulfillment still to come.

Similarly, the prophecy against Tyre in Ezekiel 26:3-14 predicted its destruction and the
scraping of its site, which was fulfilled through the conquests of Alexander the Great.

PASTOR’S NOTE: While this first fulfilment happened as shown above, a later
fulfillment occurred at 9-11: Ezekiel 26:9-10 KJV “And he shall set engines of war
[Jamieson, Fausset & Brown - Havernick translates, “His enginery of destruction”; literally,
the “destruction (not merely the stroke) of his enginery] against thy walls, and with his axes
[sharp cutting instruments] he shall bring down thy towers. (10) ...their dust shall cover
thee..”

3. Day of the LORD Prophecies

Passages such as Joel 2:28-32 and Amos 5:18-20 often carry both a near and far dimension.
The immediate context might concern calamity for Israel’s enemies or judgment on
unrepentant Israel. At the same time, the New Testament interprets these prophecies as

3


https://biblehub.com/isaiah/7-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/8-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/1-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/11-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/24-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/24-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezekiel/26-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/joel/2-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/amos/5-18.htm

finding deeper meaning in the age of the Messiah and the ultimate day of divine reckoning.
Peter applies Joel’s words to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:16-21, revealing that
even as they found expression at Pentecost, there remains a larger consummation yet to be
fulfilled.

NOTE: Notice the Difference between “The Day of the Lord” Prophecies and “The
Day of the Lord of Hosts (Jehovah Tsaba):

The Day of the Lord:

Amos 5:18-26 AMPC “Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you want
the day of the Lord? It is darkness and not light; (19) Itis as if a man fled from a lion
and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned with his hand against the wall
and a serpent bit him. (20) Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light? Even
very dark with no brightness init? (21) | hate, | despise your feasts, and | will not smell
a savor or take delight in your solemn assemblies. (22) Though you offer Me your burnt
offerings and your cereal offerings, | will not accept them, neither will | look upon the
peace or thank offerings of your fatted beasts. (23) Take away from Me the noise of
your songs, for | will not listen to the melody of your harps. (24) But let justice run
down like waters and righteousness as a mighty and ever-flowing stream. (25) Did you
bring to Me sacrifices and cereal offerings during those forty years in the wilderness, O
house of Israel? (26) [No] but [instead of bringing Me the appointed sacrifices] you
carried about the tent of your king Sakkuth and Kaiwan [names for the gods of the
planet Saturn], your images of your star-god which you made for yourselves [and you
will do so again].” [Couldn’t Get Egypt Out of Them as Stephen Witnessed in His Final
Testimony Before Being Stoned:

Acts 7:39-43 AMPC “[And yet] our forefathers determined not to be subject to
him [refusing to listen to or obey him]; but thrusting him aside they rejected him,
and in their hearts yearned for and turned back to Egypt. [Num 14:3-4] (40) And
they said to Aaron, Make us gods who shall [be our leaders and] go before us; as
for this Moses who led us forth from the land of Egypt--we have no knowledge
of what has happened to him. [Exo 32:1, Exo 32:23] (41) And they [even] made a
calf in those days, and offered sacrifice to the idol and made merry and exulted
in the work of their [own] hands. [Exo 32:4, Exo 32:6] (42) But God turned [away
from them] and delivered them up to worship and serve the host (stars) of
heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: Did you [really] offer to Me
slain beasts and sacrifices for forty years in the wilderness (desert), O house of
Israel? [ser 19:13] (43) [No!] You took up the tent (the portable temple) of
Moloch and carried it [with you], and the star of the god Rephan, the images
which you [yourselves] made that you might worship them; and | will remove
you [carrying you away into exile] beyond Babylon. [Amo 5:25-27]"
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Day of The Lord of Hosts: Darkness and Light Together (Vengeance to Comfort Zion)

Isaiah 2:10-21 KJV “Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the
LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. (11) The lofty looks of man shall be
humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone
shall be exalted in that day. (12) For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon
every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he
shall be brought low: (13) And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and
lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, (14) And upon all the high
mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, (15) And upon every high
tower, and upon every fenced wall, (16) And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and
upon all pleasant pictures. (17) And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,
and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be
exalted in that day. (18) And the idols he shall utterly abolish. (19) And they
shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of
the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the
earth. (20) In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold,
which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the

bats; (21) To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged
rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to
shake terribly the earth.”

Isaiah 60:1-5 KJV “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon
thee. (2) For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but
the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. (3) And the Gentiles
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. (4) Lift up thine eyes round
about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come
from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. (5) Then thou shalt see [Strong’s: be

lightened], and flow together [ WordStudy Dictionary: nahar: 1) A verb meaning to stream. It

describes the movement of something like a flow of wealth, abundance (Isa_60:5). It describes
a person glowing, beaming, radiant, overjoyed about something. 2) A verb meaning to be
radiant. It means to shine, to glow, to beam over deliverance from God] [Strong’s Dictionary:
“to sparkle, that is, (figuratively) be cheerful; hence (like the sheen of a running stream] and
thine heart shall fears [Strong’s Dictionary: to stand in awe], and be enlarged [ Strongs: to make
room for more]; because the abundance of the sea [Moffatt’s Translation: rich sea trade and
wealth of nations] shall be converted unto thee; the forces [Strong’s Dictionary: riches, wealth,
goods, substance, means, men and other resources] of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. ”

Partial vs. Complete Fulfillment



In many cases, the first occurrence-known as the partial fulfillment-addresses a situation in
real-time for ancient Israel or Judah. These earlier fulfillments confirm the prophet’s
credibility, thus reinforcing faith in the promise of a future and more complete realization.

For example, the prophecies in Isaiah addressing the restoration of Israel after the
Babylonian captivity (Isaiah 44:28-45:1) were historically fulfilled when Cyrus the Great
allowed the Jewish people to return from exile. Beyond that immediate event, the broader
restoration theme in Isaiah also appears to anticipate the coming of the Messiah and the
ultimate redemption of God’s people.

Consistency with Scriptural Themes

Prophecy consistently affirms core themes: God’s sovereignty over history, His power to
declare the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10), and His redemption plan culminating in
the Messiah’s advent. Even where near fulfillments are observed, Scripture frequently
outlines that these events foreshadow a later, more universal application. This layered
approach underscores the unity of prophetic Scripture, demonstrating how each passage
contributes to the overarching narrative of salvation.

Evidential Support from Archaeology and Historical Accounts

e The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the Qumran caves provides manuscripts of
portions of Isaiah, Daniel, and other prophets, predating the birth of Jesus. These show that
key Messianic and end-times prophecies were firmly in place long before the events they
foretell.

¢ External historians, such as Josephus (1st century AD), document the desecration of the
Temple and the destruction of Jerusalem. His accounts parallel details found in Daniel’s
prophecies and Jesus’ Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21), suggesting that
these events indeed took place just as Jesus foretold.

Relevant Theological Perspectives

Throughout church history, theologians have recognized how some Scriptural prophecies
extend beyond theirimmediate audience. When the apostle Peter quotes Joel at Pentecost
(Acts 2:16-21), he teaches that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in those days was only the
beginning of what Joel prophesied-showing how multiple stages of fulfillment can unfold.

Likewise, many hold that certain biblical prophecies about the kingdom of God began to be
fulfilled through the ministry, death, and resurrection of Christ-yet these same prophecies

will only be fully realized when His kingdom is consummated at His future return.

Examples of Dual Fulfillment Across Scripture
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¢ Typological Prophecy: Old Testament persons or events serve as types (foreshadowings)
that find their greater meaning for the Church. For instance, Abraham offering Isaac
(Genesis 22) foreshadows God offering His Son. This concept, though not always termed
“dual fulfillment,” indicates layered meaning.

¢ Messianic Psalms: David’s laments and declarations, such as in Psalm 22, seemed
partially true in David’s life but point forward to the crucifixion events recorded in the
Gospels (Psalm 22:16-18; cf. John 19:23-24).

Addressing Common Questions
1. How can two distinct events fulfill the same prophecy?

Scripture often portrays God’s Word as transcendent over time. Just as God Himself exists
outside of temporal limitations, His declarations can apply simultaneously to immediate
contexts and more distant circumstances.

2. Does dual fulfillment mean the initial fulfillment was incomplete or invalid?

Not at all. The first fulfilment underscores the truthfulness of the prophet and God’s
promises. It frequently prepares the way for the final, more encompassing fulfillment still to
come.

3. Why is this important for interpreting prophecy?

Recognizing possible multiple horizons in prophecy helps avoid forcing every verse to align
with only one historical moment. It also reminds readers to remain open to broader
applications, especially concerning messianic and eschatological truths.

Conclusion

Biblical prophecies often highlight an immediate context for the original hearers and
simultaneously offer glimpses into future sovereign plans. Examples such as Isaiah’s
Immanuel prophecy and Daniel’s vision of abomination show how Scripture can have
genuine historical fulfillments, while also pointing forward to ultimate completions in the
Messiah and end-time events.

This layered approach underscores God’s sovereignty and reliability: He fulfills His word in
the present and may choose to bring it to completion in the future. Such dual (or even
multiple) fulfillments confirm the cohesive nature of Scripture, demonstrating that every
prophetic declaration serves His sovereign purpose, ultimately culminating in Christ’s
Kingdom.
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The reliability of biblical prophecy is a testament to the divine inspiration of the Bible,
affirming its authority and trustworthiness. Through fulfilled prophecies, the Scriptures
reveal God's sovereign control over history and His sovereign plans for humanity.



