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But what about the “why?”  Why did Almighty God need Abram to bring a tithe?


Remember, during Abraham’s time, there were no churches to support, there were no evangelists to preach, and there was no body of Christ needing support.  The “Priest” to whom Abram gave his tithe was in fact the King of Salem.  No doubt, as an established King it was not that he personally needed Abram’s tithe.  So why did it please God for him to tithe?  


It is obvious that God did not personally need it himself.  [Psa 50:10-12]  “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  (11)  I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.  (12)  If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fullness thereof.” 


 Later on God revealed that he would use it for the support of his Pastoral leadership over Israel by giving it to the Levites who were his local shepherds, tending to the daily spiritual and worship needs of Israel and later on the church. But again, why would he have Abraham to do it long before there was a people to have spiritual and worship needs?  What “other” more basic need was there in the mind of God for the tithe?

So That You May Have The Right To

Rejoice In Your Increase From

The World’s System!

 


As soon as Abram responded to the blessing pronounced by the priest, Melchizedek, giving the priest a tithe of his possessions, God announced to Abram, “Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”   He was saying to him “I am pleased to bless you abundantly with the rich treasures of the earth. “ 


At the time Abraham gave his tithe he had reached into the earth’s system and taken a great increase.  Genesis 13:2 states, “And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” He gave God a tithe of all that he possessed. 


As we explore further we find that when he tithed, his tithe sanctified his increase to enable him to enjoy his gold, silver and other treasures accumulated through honest business endeavors. 
Some feel that as long as they themselves are honest in their earthly business practices, that in itself is enough to please God and be able to enjoy any wealth gained. But, what that reasoning fails to recognize is, that the world’s system, out of which we take our increase, is itself very wicked. 


If you are a businessman, no matter how honest you are, you are partaking of gain that comes from the covetous, lascivious, greedy nature of the world spending their money at your place of business.  


The reason the world wants newer, bigger, more expensive things is to satisfy evil desires within them, spawned by their darkened nature of sin.  Their needs come from evil pride, wantonness and other lusts that war against their soul.


God allows us to partake of that system using godly practices, provided that we allow Him to sanctify it once it has reached our hands. Just our honest behavior in getting gain does not in itself change it from being the “filthy lucre” that it is when it come into our hands. Before God can bless it, sanctify it, and make it something worthy of us to rejoice in as a blessing from Him, we must take the portion of it that is dedicated to him and present it to him in an act of holy worship. Then and only then may we rejoice in our earthly gain, in its comforts and luxuries afforded us. 


Remember that the word “holy” in Leviticus 27:30, 32 means, “a sacred thing; dedicated, hallowed, set apart.” It means to “place in a fixed position toward an appropriate end.”  God lets us know that it is dedicated to (towards) him!


We find, later on in the scripture, “And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.”


The act of bringing the “portion of your increase dedicated to the Lord” (your tithe), sanctifies the remaining 90% for you to be able to enjoy with God’s blessing upon it. 


You will recall that Malachi 3:12 revealed that the word “blessed” means, “to be straight; have the right to go forward; to prosper.”


That means that no matter whether you use it to buy something for yourself, or you give it for a godly cause, God may now bless your hand to do it.  If you purchase goods for yourself (to increase your own wealth), it is blessed!  If you give it as a seed for more blessing, God can use it to be a blessing and also bless it to bring additional increase to you according to his word.  We also see this principle in the following verses:


Deu 12:6-7  “And thither ye shall bring... your tithes... and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.”


Deu 12:11-12  “Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; thither shall ye bring all... your tithes... and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD:  (12)  And ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God.”


Deu 12:18-19  “But...the Levite that is within thy gates: and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God in all that thou puttest thine hands unto.  (19)  Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon the earth.”

 

The Tithe Belonged

To The Levite

 


At this point it is important to make a distinction with regards to the giving of the tithe:  It was to be given only to the Levite (Israel’s local pastor) as a reward from God for his service of worship and ministry to the congregation!


It is important to notice that it was not to be given to the favorite “prophet” or “teacher”.  Nor was it to be given for favorite “church” projects like the purchase of land, buildings, or church furnishings.  It was the Levites personal reward from God for their service. It was to be given to the Levite!

 

As previously stated, the tithe was never meant to be a matter of free-will.  In God’s instructions regarding it, the giver was not allowed to do as he chose, or as he thought best.  He could do that with the remaining 90%.  But the tithe was put in a “fixed position” by God.  It belonged to him and was to be placed where he said it should go! It was not to be the believer’s prerogative to do so in the same manner that, for example, he could do with his free-will offerings!

 


Deu 14:22 “Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.  (23)  And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there...(24)  And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:  (25)  Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:  (26)  And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,  (27)  And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him... (28)  At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates:  (29)  And the Levite...shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest.”

 

The Levite Was Meant To Be

A Fore-Shadow Of 

The New Testament Pastor

 


Let’s examine the close connection between the Levite and the New Testament Pastor.


Num 1:50-53  “But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.  (51)  And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up... (52)  And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.  (53)  But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony...and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.”


Num 2:17  “Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their standards.” This denotes that the Levites were authorized to administer the steps, methods and decisions regarding the construction and placement of the tabernacle of worship for the congregation.

 

A Difference Between 

The High Priest

and

The Levitical Priesthood

 


The high priesthood was from Aaron and his descendants.  They were the sin-bearing priests, transferring the sins of the people into the body of a scapegoat year by year.  This high priesthood would continue unchanged until the finished work of Jesus including his death, burial, resurrection, ascension into heaven with his own blood to offer one final sacrifice for our sins in the Holy of Holies in heaven itself, and finally sitting down at the right of the God to make intercession for us as our great High Priest and Advocate before the Father.  At that time, the fulfillment of Aaron’s ministry would be entirely finished and would be taken away from the earth to heaven.


The Levitical priesthood, on the other hand, was responsible for things other than bearing the sins of the people.  Their responsibilities included all of the “general worship” needs of the people.  


The care of the tabernacle of the congregation including its location and furnishings, the appointment of singers and instruments of worship, etc., and the day to day care of God’s people. These were things that would never pass away.  
Therefore, while the High Priesthood of Aaron would completely pass from its earthly existence and become Jesus’ responsibility in heaven, the Levitical priesthood would be “changed” but not pass away.  It would be moved by Jesus into what we now know as the Pastoral office of the New Testament church.  Let’s look at how God accomplished it:  


Num 3:6-9  “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, [Aaron was the High Priest which today has been replaced by Jesus who is our great High Priest now in heaven!]  that they [the Levites] may minister unto him. [the High Priest]. (7)  And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.  (8)  And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.  (9)  And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel.”



Num 3:41-45  “And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the LORD)...(45)...and the Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD.”


Num 7:4-6  “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  (5)  Take it of them, that they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to every man according to his service.  (6)  And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.”


Num 8:9-11  “And thou shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together:  (10)  And thou shalt bring the Levites before the LORD: and the children of Israel shall put their hands upon the Levites:  (11)  And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD for an offering of the children of Israel, that they may execute the service of the LORD.”



Num 8:14-16  “Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: and the Levites shall be mine.  (15)  And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering.  (16)  For they are wholly given unto me from among the children of Israel... have I taken them unto me.”


Num 8:19  “And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation.”

Levites Evolve

Into “Pastor” Shepherds

 


(Jer. 10:20) “My tabernacle is spoiled and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains.”   


It is obvious, in light of our previous references, that this verse is speaking of the Levites and their role as priests over the congregation.  Notice the next verse carefully.  It makes a “leap” of connective scripture by qualifying as the first reference to them as “Pastors over God’s flock.”  


(21) “For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.”


This passage is a very important link to the New Testament “office” of pastor as referenced in Ephesians, chapter four:


(Eph 4:10,11)  “He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)  [This speaks of the change of the High Priesthood from the house of Aaron to Jesus upon his sitting down at the right hand of the Father.]  And he gave [appointed to an office] some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”


It is important to remember that the Levites [as an office] were given to Aaron, the High Priest as we have previously established with scripture.  Now Jesus inherits the High Priesthood!  Does he do away with the Levitical Priesthood?  Yes and no!  He doesn’t totally do away with it, but he changes it!  He moves it into the New Testament pastoral office. Over a period of time God began making numerous references concerning the Levitical priests as pastors and shepherds through his Old Testament prophets. 


(Jer 23:4)  “And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them... (5) Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise...a righteous Branch and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” 


As different from the high priesthood of Aaron that would pass away in the earth, God specifically states that there would never be a time when the Levitical priesthood would ever completely pass away as shown in the following scripture:


(Jer 33:20)  “Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; Then may also my covenant be broken...with the Levites the priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply... the Levites that minister unto me.”


Once Jesus received the High Priesthood, he immediately appointed “new” pastors...there was a change of the Levitical priesthood.  All of the responsibilities that were “exclusive” to the law were taken away, leaving the responsibilities that would continue to be required in tact.  The construction and appointments of the buildings, maintenance and services performed for the care and worship of the congregation would continue in the New Testament office of the Pastor/shepherd.  

 


In the Old Testament there were only two “types” of the ministry:  the prophet and the priest.


(Jer 23:11)  “For both the prophet and priest are profane; Yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the Lord.”


Now in the New testament he leaves the care of the local congregation in the office of the pastor/shepherds. Because of the newly appointed need of evangelism, he expands the field ministry from that of a prophet to “apostles, prophets, and evangelists.”


And just as the Old Testament Levitical priests also became the teachers to instruct and “feed the flock”, [II Chro 30:22 — “And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the Lord...and making confessions to the Lord God of their fathers...”] so he seems by the Ephesians 4:11 reference to include the responsibility of “teacher”  of the flock under the general care of the “pastor.” 


(Eph 4:11) “And he gave some...pastors and teachers.”  While the Old Testament prophet might instruct out of his office, but the primary instruction of the law was put into the hands of the Levites locally, even so it would seem that while the field ministries would also be used of God to instruct, the primary responsibility of that of teacher would be put into the hands of the local pastor/shepherd. 
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